
NC Year/s   

Year 6 
Explore themes such as hopes, fears and desires through improvising using a range of drama strategies and conventions.
Context

Caister Middle School
Number on roll 440
The school’s approach to drama: 

Staff are aware of the benefits of Drama in the curriculum. We are seeking opportunities where possible to use Drama to enhance creative writing, stimulate creative thinking and enable the pupils to engage with their work.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC:

To improve and inspire creative writing through drama.
Age Group: Year 6
Size of class: 28
Length of lesson: 4 - 5 lesson
Subject links: literacy, PHSE
Resources: 
· Photo of famous sports personality i.e. Steve Redgrave
· DVD clip of life of Steve Redgrave
· Photo of Birhan Woldu ‘face of famine’ 1985

· Photo of Birhan Woldu ‘face of famine’ 2006

· DVD clip of news report by Michael Buerk of the 1985 Ethiopian Famine

The aims of the unit: 

1. To reflect on how working in role helps to explore complex issues.
2. To respond to an image.

3. To question and give reasons for responses.

4. To use a variety of drama techniques to explore ideas.

5. To develop an understanding of how person’s strength of will and determination can overcome any personal circumstances.

6. To explore some of the similarities and contrasts between the characters of Steve Redgrave and Birhan Woldu i.e. willpower, determination etc and compare these to themselves.

7. To compose thought provoking questions to ask the personalities.

8. To interview, in role, a character for use in a biography or news report.

Therefore, we had the aim:

To use 
 

Teacher in role

Freeze Frame

Conscience Alley

Thought Tracking

Tableau

Improvisation

Collaborative Writing

Group Debate

Objectives:

1) Remind pupils of drama contract.

2) To briefly warm the pupils up using a favourite game, this must be done at the beginning and end of every lesson to give pupils boundaries – they will know that the drama has begun/ended.  A list of games is in each folder.
3) Pupils by the end will:

· Be aware of a number of drama techniques and how they can be used to impact writing.

· Reflect on how working in role helps to explore complex issues.

· Pupils will have interviewed characters and written biographical and autobiographical pieces collaboratively.

· Pupils will have responded to images both still and moving using a variety of senses.

· Pupils will have evaluated their work and their performance, both in Drama and Literacy using the PMI method of evaluation.

· Be aware of the characteristics that enable a person to achieve against apparently insurmountable odds.

Unit 1 - 
The beginning and end of each lesson must be a game to allow pupils to recognise the beginning/end of the lesson.  Games are good for listening skills and following instructions.

First, the pupils must have the Drama Contract securely put into place.  A copy of the contract will be clearly displayed on the D4LC board in the dining hall.  The aim of this contract is to establish a safe secure environment where pupils can express themselves without the fear of being ridiculed.  In effect this could take up the first lesson.

Start the lesson by showing the pupils the image of Steve Redgrave without his medals and ask the pupils to respond to questions.  Who is it?  Is he famous?  What is he famous for?  What makes him special?  What do they know about him?

DRAMA TECHNIQUE
Using TEACHER IN ROLE pupils ask ‘yes/no’ questions so they can discover who the mystery person is.  As the pupils gain information they should narrow the focus of their questioning.  
Show the pupils the picture of Steve Redgrave with his medals.  Pose ‘I wonder’ questions e.g. I wonder what he is doing. I wonder what he is thinking.   
DRAMA TECHNIQUE
Encourage the pupils to work in pairs and use IMPROVISATION to create their own ‘yes/ no’ game.  Pupils are to choose a famous sports personality for their partner to guess.

DRAMA TECHNIQUE
Show the pupils a film clip of Steve Redgrave.  As a class create a powerful scene from film clip.  Ask the pupils to create a TABLEAU in small groups that represents an important image for them from the clip they have just seen.  Members of the group must be able to explain why they have chosen that particular scene to recreate.

DRAMA TECHNIQUE
Show the pupils the image of Steve Redgrave with his team.  Teacher to play ‘devil’s advocate’ by suggesting to the pupils that he could have achieved everything that he has without the help of the team of people that work with him.   Encourage the pupils to discuss in small groups their thoughts on this.  Ask one of the pupils to HOT SEAT as Steve Redgrave and answer these suggestions.

DRAMA TECHNIQUE
Explain that Steve Redgrave has diabetes.  What impact do the pupils think that this would have had on his life?  Does it change how they view his achievements?  Encourage one of the pupils to HOT SEAT as Steve and explain his thoughts.  Working in pairs, the pupils are to recreate a conversation between Steve and another rower.  What might they say to each other? As they do this they need to be thinking about what questions an interviewer might ask him.  
Pupils then get into small groups.  One group member improvised the role of Steve while the other members play reporters for a local news paper.  Pupils are to report responses of Steve Redgrave back to class.  
Show pupils image of Birhan Woldu ‘face of famine’ from 1985.  Pose ‘I wonder’ questions.  I wonder who she is/ where she lives/ why she is starving. 
DRAMA TECHNIQUE
Encourage the pupils to work in small groups to create a TABLEAU of Birhan’s life.  Tap pupils on shoulder and ask them to THOUGHT TRACK.  What does she feel about her life? 
Ask the pupils to mind map in their D4LC books around the picture of Birhan powerful words to describe their personal feelings and reactions to the image.  Ask the pupils to share them and create a class mind map for future use.
Introduce film clip of Michael Buerk’s news report on the Ethiopian Famine and ask the pupils to create a sentence in small groups/ pairs about how they feel about the situation Birhan finds herself in.  Ask the pupils to put themselves in Birhan’s shoes and create a second sentence to describe how Birhan feels as if they are her.  
Ask the pupils to create a diary entry for Birhan based on the information they have seen so far and their mind map of powerful words in the D4LC books.  Using informal writing ask the pupils to consider what it must be like to live in this environment.
Show the pupil’s second image of Birhan Woldu from 2006 Live 8 concert.  Pose ‘I wonder’ questions.  I wonder who she is/ where she lives/ why she is smiling.
DRAMA TECHNIQUE
Explain that she is the same girl from the previous image.  Ask the pupils to work in small groups to consider what might have happened to change her circumstances. Ask the pupils to create a TABLEAU to show what Birhan’s life is like now.  Use THOUGHT TRACKING to allow the pupils to express how they think Birhan’s life has been changed and who is responsible for the change.
Ask the pupils to create a second diary entry, this time reflecting the changes that Birhan’s life has been through.  Explain that they must include her feelings and reflections on these changes.

In small groups ask the pupils to verbally prepare a speech to persuade others of the necessity to change.  What changes might they make e.g. conserve water, recycle clothes etc?  Consider what words might be the most powerful in order to persuade people. Record the powerful persuasive language around a picture of Birhan from 2006 in their D4LC books.  Present them to the class and ask the pupils to respond.
Using the powerful persuasive language from the speeches to write, in groups, letter to a local MP persuade him/her about what changes could be made on a local level to help people in Africa or around the world who do not have the same advantages as the western world.
DRAMA TECHNIQUE

Using TEACHER IN ROLE as a member of an environmental group, tell the pupils that they have been asked by the charity to create a leaflet to persuade people of the need to change how they live.  Ask the pupils to mind map ideas for inclusion in the leaflet and suggest that each group will create an individual section for a class leaflet.
Plenary

Use the PMI self/peer evaluation format.

Plus – what did we do well?  What went better than expected? Why?  

Minus – What did not go well?  Why?  How could we improve on this?

Interesting – Was there anything that interested you?  That was unusual?

How can we use this self-evaluation information to improve our work?  To improve our skills?  To improve the way that we work together as a group?

Drama strategies and conventions used

· 1 Teacher in Roll
· 2 Hot Seating
· 3 Freeze Frame
· 4 Tableau

· 5 Thought Tracking

· 6 Group Debate

