
NC Year 6    
Save our Local Environment
Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​School   Mundford Primary School
Number on roll 162 
Teacher  C. Lapham
The school’s approach to drama: 
To give an hour a week to drama activities that tie in with other areas of the curriculum but also incorporate different drama skills and strategies.
The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: 

To raise standards.  

To make areas of the curriculum accessible to all pupils regardless of their levels of attainment.
Age Group: Year 6
Size of class – 30 pupils
Length of lesson: 1 hour
Subject links: Geography & Literacy
Resources:  additional adult (planning officer), caption cards, letter from the council
The aims of the lesson

To practise different drama strategies.

To understand how economic demands can impact upon our environment.

To see a situation from more than one point of view.

To work collaboratively with others.

Warm up: Establish what we mean by our environment.  Imagine we are making a film of a week in the village of Mundford.  In groups of 3, move into a still image with a caption showing scenes of how the villagers of Mundford may have enjoyed their environment over the last week.  Teacher gives each group a card stating their caption.  Parents meet at the school gate, Football on the Field, The elderly meeting at the Post Office to collect their pension, Gathering Leaves on the Playground, The Mobile Library, Making a Den in the Forest, Chatting by the Chip Van, Playing at the Park, Playing Outside our House, Digging on the Allotment.  Watch each still image in turn so that as one finishes the next one begins.

Main Activity:  Teacher explains that we are going to use the drama strategy of Teacher in Role.  Teacher will be herself but pupils will take on the roles of their parents.  Every household in Mundford has received a letter in which it is proposed that the forest opposite the playing field will be felled in order to accommodate a furniture factory and a third of the school field will be purchased from the authorities in order to widen the road.  We have all been invited to a meeting in which the local planning officer, will be able to answer our questions and concerns.  All pupils will be given a few moments to quickly jot down any questions or concerns that they’d like to raise at the meeting.  The council will take the approach that the factory will provide local residents with employment – in felling the trees, transporting the timber, building the factory and then working at the factory.   Mundford has been very fortunate in having a large school field.  Set up benches or chairs in rows for the meeting.  Teacher introduces the planning officer.  Await pupil responses (remind them to refer to their notes but also to listen to others).  If they’re slow, teacher should begin to ‘heckle’.

Improvisation In groups of 5, pupils to think about what they will do on the day that the building begins.  Firstly thinking about the advantages of the proposal and then move into a freeze frame with each person saying a line of dialogue.   Then repeat with the focus on the disadvantages.  Take time to look at a few.

End: Decision Alley  In pairs, one must be ‘for’ the proposal and one must be ‘against’ it.  Come up with a phrase that explains your viewpoint.  Make a tunnel for each pair to walk through where they will hear each comment as they pass by.

After the lesson 
Pupils each took a copy of the letter home and used it as a discussion point with their parents.

When pupils returned to school we discussed the whole event; how the drama activities made us feel, anything additional that their parents had added to the debate.

Pupils were asked to make their written comments to the Planning Officer.
The children said 
That they enjoyed the whole activity as it felt very real to them.  They found it easier to imagine as it would affect them. 
In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when
Pupils took on the role of adults and children in the community, particularly at the meeting with the planning officer.  They were very convincing!
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when
Pupils demonstrated that they could articulate how an adult would respond to plans that would alter their local environment.
Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all of the pupils) that can be attributed to this lesson?  Please be as precise as possible and try to mention NC levels and/or sub levels. 
NC levels for writing were higher than usual from all pupils.  The less able pupils were able to include more appropriate detail and the more able had extended their vocabulary through the debate with the planning officer – this was demonstrated in the letter writing activity that followed. i.e pupils usually working below level 3 generally achieved 3b and those working at level 4a generally achieved level 5c/5b
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Still Images
· Teacher in Role
· Improvisation
· Decision Alley
Why use drama?

The lesson was accessible to all regardless of ability.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be 
Prepare well.
If I did this again, I would also have a large display of a map of the area showing the proposal.

D4LC phase 2  – lesson exemplars 


