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Lesson title/theme

The Tale of Tales. This was the first in a series of 10 lessons using this book to inspire drama activities. The book is wonderful and tells the story of a group of animals travelling through the jungle to hear the ‘Tale of Tales’, along the way they tell each other stories to pass the time (more characters are added as the story progresses).

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Norman Church of England School, Northwold   

Number on roll_107_______

The school’s approach to drama

Drama had been used across the curriculum by different teachers in the school to enhance learning, but had no specific time (apart from after school clubs), until this project.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

I had run a very successful drama club and wanted to learn more about using drama and have the opportunity to teach more drama, I had also attended Patrice’s course about thinking creatively through drama, which certainly inspired me to want to do a lot more than I was currently doing; my colleague was trained as a drama specialist. My head approached us both about the project and we both thought it sounded great and wanted to be a part of it.

Age Group: 7-9years

Size of class:  30

Length of lesson:  Approx 30 mins

Subject links: Literacy, Citizenship, Music

Resources: The Tale of Tales by Tony Mitton, ‘Songs of Amazonia’ by Scott Fitzgerald

The aims of the lessons

· To introduce children to the ‘Tale of Tales’ (A great book by Tony Mitton)

· To introduce initial characters of the story

· To begin the journey along ‘Story Road’

Lesson exemplar
I wanted to use the text and the fact that the stories were very varied to inspire the children to be more creative both in drama and in their writing.

Before the lesson I prepared the room by clearing the tables and chairs.

The teacher began the lesson by seating the children in a semi circle, I also put on the first track from ‘Songs of Amazonia’ by Scott Fitzgerald (fantastic atmospheric music!). While the music was playing, I read the first paragraph of the story, which introduces the setting of the jungle and the ‘Tale of Tales’ (while there were appropriate jungle noises in the background). 

The teacher then… paused the reading and tape so that the children could create a still image of the jungle (small groups of 3/4).

I then continued the story and introduced the 1st main character of Monkey including his description as he stretches. The children then froze as Monkey. Continuing with the story I introduced the parrots talking, as Monkey eavesdrops – the children froze in pairs, I then asked them what they were talking about. Then I read the parrots’ conversation about the ‘Tale of Tales’ and Monkey’s excited reaction to it. We discussed what they thought ‘The Tale of Tales’ might be and I asked the children if they would like to join me on the journey along ‘Story Road’ – they all agreed that they would. The children then created a still image of Monkey at the start of the journey (individually), then after reading the next paragraph, they made an image of Monkey and Elephant (in pairs). Then in slightly larger groups (4/5), they created a picture of the jungle including the background of trees, etc.

We then discussed how they felt at the start of their journey – they were very excited. I continued reading until we reached the start of Monkey’s story, ‘The Clever Servant’. The children made predictions about the story from the title – these included: 

‘The servant always gets the food right.’ 

‘The servant is wise.’

‘The servant is talented and sneaks and gets into mischief.’

The pupils: froze as different characters; discussed thoughts and feelings; made predictions about the story; made a picture of the jungle.

At the end of the lesson…to cool down, we played a game called ‘Jungle Sounds’. The children were seated in a circle, and I began, ‘I was walking in the jungle and I heard a strange sound…’ – this phrase gets passed around the circle, with each child adding a new strange sound. We really enjoyed this as there were some very funny jungle sounds.

After the lessons I felt that the children were really benefiting from the work in many different ways (see comments below). I was keen to continue the drama the next week. Note: This lesson was short because of time constraints, but could easily be lengthened with a warm up at the start and by going further into the story (see lesson 2).

At the end of the session I felt very excited about the whole project.

After the lesson the children stated how much they had enjoyed themselves, they too were keen to continue!

What the teacher said…

“ I have thoroughly enjoyed this unit of work and can’t wait to do more drama  “ 

What the children said…

“ I feel much more confident about acting out ideas in front of other people. “ 

“It’s helped me to speak in front of others.”

“It’s made me more confident to work with others and trust them”

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…the children made still pictures and used thought tracking.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…the children made predictions about the story and discussed thoughts and feelings of characters.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Freeze Frames

· Still pictures

· Thought tracking

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that children were less afraid. One child who is normally very quiet in class really found his voice in drama, he offered his opinion voluntarily about the work, which he rarely does in other lessons, and I also found out that he had a brilliant roar! I have been really pleased to see children’s confidence grow. I think the children’s comments can tell you a lot about the advantages.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk
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Lesson title/theme

The Tale of Tales. (2nd lesson)

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Norman Church of England School, Northwold   

Number on roll_107_______

The school’s approach to drama

Drama had been used across the curriculum by different teachers in the school to enhance learning, but had no specific time (apart from after school clubs), until this project.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

I had run a very successful drama club and wanted to learn more about using drama and have the opportunity to teach more drama, I had also attended Patrice’s course about thinking creatively through drama, which certainly inspired me to want to do a lot more than I was currently doing; my colleague was trained as a drama specialist. My head approached us both about the project and we both thought it sounded great and wanted to be a part of it.

Age Group: 7-9years

Size of class:  30

Length of lesson:  Approx 1 hour

Subject links: Literacy, Citizenship, Music

Resources: The Tale of Tales by Tony Mitton

The aims of the lesson

· To respond to the text ‘The Tale of Tales’ using drama techniques 

· To think creatively through drama

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to keep the enthusiasm going that had been evident in the first lesson and have a longer session so more drama could be explored.

Before the lesson I planned out where I would ask children to do different activities as I read the story of ‘The Clever Servant’.

The teacher began the lesson by… seating the children in a circle and playing a quick game of ‘Fruit Salad’. This is when you give the children different fruit names (about 4), when the name is said the children have to swap places. If you say ‘Fruit Salad’ all the children have to change places. I find this very useful for mixing up the children as inevitably the boys usually sit on one side of the circle, the girls on the other.

The teacher then recapped the story so far – the children were great at remembering what had happened the previous week and were keen to hear the story of ‘The Clever Servant’. We started with them creating an image of their favourite character – elephant or monkey (this was within the circle with a countdown from 10 to get them in role). Once seated again, I began the story (which is written in rhyming couplets). I introduced the Merchant and his 3 servants – the children made an image of this in groups of 4 (with the people sitting next to them – again with a countdown). Continuing the story, I paused at appropriate moments and asked them to freeze as one of the servants, I chose different children to describe how they felt about their load. When we got to the last servant, they froze in pairs as the servant girl holding out candle to the merchant. I asked the children how the candle would fill the room? What is the merchant thinking? We continued the story and froze (in same pairs) after the candle had been lit – filling the room with light. I asked what the merchant was thinking now, what was he feeling?

We completed the story with the children sat back in a circle. We discussed the style and genre of the story (links to Literacy!) and I was pleased that the children noted that there were rhyming couplets and that it was like a poem. They also gave their opinion of the story.

After this I went into role as the merchant and let the children question me about why I had set the task for my 3 servants. This worked really well and the children had lots of good questions, showing that they had really thought about the story. 

To finish we created another still image of the jungle with Monkey sitting on elephant having finished his story and then played ‘Jungle Sounds’.

The pupils…froze as different characters; discussed thoughts, feelings, etc.; analysed the text; gave their opinion; questioned the teacher in role as the merchant. 

At the end of the lesson… I again felt really excited and pleased with the way the children had responded to the text. 

After the lesson the teacher… discussed the lesson with the AST (Julie Decker). We were both very pleased with how the lesson had gone, and how the children had responded. The AST felt that it had been a very good drama lesson. We discussed the fact that as the children were still fairly inexperienced, directing them in techniques was the best approach and more freedom could be given later in the project.

Note:

There are ten different characters and stories within this book, which offer many different possibilities and also make it very easy to create a series of lessons. I hoped when I finished the book to continue working on the theme of the jungle and create a drama community with the children leading the drama, using a wide range of stimuli including music and pictures. Unfortunately as I am not working in the same school this has not been possible – hopefully it will be in the future! At the end of the book, the characters arrive at their destination to hear the ‘Tale of Tales’, this is where the story ends. I asked the children to then write their own tale of tales.

After the lesson the children…again couldn’t wait for the next session.

What the teacher said…

“I will introduce more techniques and give them more freedom as we get further through the story and they became more confident and experienced.”   

What the children said…

“It’s helped me to develop expression in my reading and helped me to get to know people I wouldn’t normally work with.”

“It’s helped me know how to read a story”

“I don’t get butterflies anymore.”

“Everybody’s been kind and worked together”

“It helps you to express yourself.”

“I’m much better at group work”

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when the children discussed thoughts and feelings of the characters; questioned the teacher in role.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when they analysed the genre of the story; made still images.

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Thought tracking

· Still pictures

· Active storytelling

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were the children gained a greater understanding and enjoyment of the story.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


