
NC Year/s   

Lesson title/theme

Oral storytelling.

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Norman CE Primary, Northwold School   

Number on roll__108______

The school’s approach to drama: weekly as part of Literacy hour

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC: SIDP improving writing

Age Group  - 5/6 yrs
Size of class 30

Length of lesson  50 minutes

Subject links Literacy

Resources

The aims of the lesson

To create a story orally

To imagine and recreate animal characteristics in a human character and use them in a short scene

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to… encourage creativity in writing by making a selection of oral stories which could be dramatised and improved.

Before the lesson… the children chose characters and settings from a list  and discussed how to avoid stereotyping particular animals’ characters.

The teacher began the lesson by…asking the children to sit in a circle.

The teacher then…explained that we were going to create a story one line at a time, per person and see where it went.

The pupils…did this with enthusiasm and enjoyment, creating a  complicated tale with good description and atmosphere, which ended in a cliffhanger. Next the children went into pairs and chose one animal each from the list. One was a ‘goody’ and one a ‘baddy’. Teacher was then in character as a shopkeeper, each child had to buy something in the shop, in character. Other children then took on roles of shopkeepers to speed up action. Then each pair made up a simple story about an animal character, one acting while the other told the story, then swapped roles. The other children were able to evaluate and ask questions.

At the end of the lesson…the children returned to the circle to discuss the lesson. Then played Chinese whispers to show how stories can change when told orally.

After the lesson the teacher…used some of the ideas for extended writing.

After the lesson the children… went out to play.

What the teacher said…

“This lesson was successful, all the children were fully involved and worked well in pairs.

One of the pairs was particularly good as a dancing horse and a mad dog.   “ 

What the children said…

“We enjoyed doing that. Can we do it again next week.?   “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…all of the pairs were able to demonstrate unusual and interesting characters for their animals while avoiding stereotyping.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…the children were able to criticise and comment on the others work, and see where they could improve their own. Also they were able to discuss how the characters could be used in story writing.

Drama strategies and conventions used
 Whole class story telling

· Teacher in role

· Paired story telling 

Why use drama? It improves the children’s imaginative powers which is reflected in their writing. It allows those who are not so able in other areas to show their creativity. It is enjoyable for all.


D4LC – lesson exemplars 


