
NC Year/s   

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_Corpusty Primary School   

Number on roll 88

The school’s approach to drama;

Although the school does not have a drama specialist we do have a music and drama specialist who visits once a week. Staff use drama as much as possible as and when it can be planned into a theme but it is not taught as a lesson once a week. Small sketches are performed in class and assemblies and larger productions are produced for parents. The older children have recently been involved in an opera/drama performance at the Theatre Royal in Norwich.

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

The school wanted to bring more creativity into lessons and give more children the opportunity to learn visually. Also we wanted to encourage and improve listening, thinking and problem solving skills.

Age Group  Year 3 and 4

Size of class   24

Length of lesson

Series of 3-4 lessons during the afternoon, cross curricular topic work block.

Subject links

Literacy, History, Geography, Art

Resources

Maps, Viking music, Viking clothes (sheepskin, shield, rug)

The aims of the lesson

e.g. 

· To understand some of the difficulties faced by the Vikings on a   long voyage 

· To use a variety of materials in creating a collage

· To  co-operate when working in groups

· To create an atmosphere in order to write a poem …..

Lesson exemplar
Before the lesson…

The teacher told the children they were going to have a visit from somebody. The teacher put the music on as she left the room to change into Viking clothes (waiting just outside the door)

The teacher …

The teacher entered as a Viking looking very tired and worn out. Sat down and told the story of the voyage, calm before the storm, warriors, food, sail, trusty ship etc. The children listened in complete silence. Then the Viking explained he had to go and left the room (teacher left clothes outside classroom)

When the teacher returned the children were excited and told the teacher they had had a visit from a Viking. The teacher asked questions about the voyage (assessment opportunity) and the voyage was plotted on a world map.

The teacher then…

Discussed the story of the voyage and the children were told they were going to write a poem Words and phrases were collected together.

The Children…

Were asked to make a first draft of their poem and some were read out at the end of the lesson. Time was set aside the following afternoon for the children to work on their poems. 

In this lesson (all afternoon) the children were very excited and took on the visit of the Viking enthusiastically. From the teacher’s questioning it was clear they had listened carefully and enjoyed the experience, staying in role while telling the teacher what the visit was about and how the Viking had been feeling. Their poems captured the personality of the ship, the difficulties of the voyage and the calm before and after the storm. 

As the poems were completed the children were asked to create a group collage of their long-ship. Reference books were used to find the shape and proportions of the long-ship. The children were given a selection of materials and expected to co-operate on their collage. This was very successful and a class display was  created with the long-ships and poems.

I chose to use drama (teacher in role) because I wanted to create an atmosphere for the poetry writing and inspire the children. They said afterwards how much they had enjoyed it and have subsequently talked about other “people” visiting.

 “    “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

Drama strategies and conventions used
Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were that it helped to create a visual image and gave more meaning to the poetry writing.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


