 
NC Year 8  

Lesson title/theme

Witchfinding in 17th century England

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Flegg High School School   

Number on roll 820

The school’s approach to drama

Positive and encouraging

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

To extend skills and techniques and to develop more cross-curricular strategies

To                                                                                                                                                   

Age Group Year 8 (Set 9 / Lowest band)

Size of class 15

Length of lesson 50 minutes

Subject links HISTORY / English / Citizenship (bullying / outsiders)

Resources  

                             Photocopies of a 17th century woodcut depicting farming activities 

                             A photo of an old woman in a white scarf

                             A white head scarf (for outsider)

                             A winter coat (for witch finder)

The aims of the lesson 

To enact a day in the life of a 17th century peasant

To understand how persecution of so-called witches was possible

To develop empathy for an outsider

e.g. 

· To understand …….

· To use a range of….

· To discriminate between…..

· To create …..

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to 

use the students into role of villagers and allow them to meet an outsider and a

witchfinder. 

Before the lesson

n/a    New topic started

The teacher began the lesson by

asking the students to say what they could see on the woodcut. She asked them to describe the clothes and the activities. She asked them what the people did not have (e.g. electricity,

running water etc). She asked them to decide whether the people had a hard or easy life and explain their answer.

The teacher then

asked the students to form families of young and old characters. She helped them choose 17th century names and asked them to create their homes – a clear door in mime, somewhere for a fire, a bedding area with imagined straw etc. She asked them to make decisions about where food was stored and where their land was. She asked them to lie on their straw bedding in the night.  She asked them to show her what their character did as the cock crowed and it became light. She took them through different parts of a day on the land, guiding decisions where necessary. Once the students were busy performing their farming jobs, TIR entered various homes for company. 

The pupils

responded well to the in-role work and developed some activities appropriate to

a peasants’ lifestyle. All were interested in the TIR and responded well to the old woman in the white head scarf.

Some gave her eggs or milk.

The teacher 

brought the students out of role. They returned to a circle of chairs. The teacher asked them

to comment on their activities and labours. She then added an extra item to each families’ story; Your family has lost two cows this month – both dead / Your apple tree blew down in a great storm three weeks ago etc…. She asked them if they knew why these things had happened but immediately put on the coat and stood as TIR as witchfinder. The witchfinder explained why he was in the village and asked them if they had seen anything or anyone strange. One student mentioned the old woman in the white hed scarf. One boy was angry that she might get the blame. Many students Wanted to know if she WAS a witch. 

The witchfinder encouraged them to help him get rid of evil from their village.

The students discussed whether or not the old woman fitted the witchfinder’s description.

The teacher gave each student a picture of an old woman with a white scarf.  

Writing task: My character (named …………….) saw the old woman doing / saying etc.

He thinks she is a witch / not a witch because……..

Own name: My own opinion of this is ……… 

After the lesson the teacher

praised the class for their involvement, perceptive observations and their team work in role.

She praise those who had defended the old woman and / or shown kindness. She told them

how awful she thought the witchfinder was.  

After the lesson the children 

asked if the old woman could come back again. Some wanted to know for sure

whether she was a witch or not. They clapped the teachers in role.

What the teacher said

“Some could definitely see and understand how events were being manipulated. One boy in particular kept defending the old woman. One group of three agreed with the witchfinder and then with the boy and then with the witchfinder again. They wanted to throw her out of the village just in case but not harm her. All the students were fully accepting of the TIR work and their behaviour was easy to mange whilst in role.”

What the children said

“Can the old woman come back again?”

“Is she REALLY a witch, then”

“Don’t be so stupid, she’s just an old woman – she’s probably got alzheimers or something”

“I like doing history like this”

“You were good, Miss. You stayed in role.”

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when

the students created their own 17th century peasant, cottage and daily routine. And also when interacting via improvisation with the TIR 

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when

the pupils engaged with the woodcut and showed their characters miming appropriate tasks. And also in the group discussion of the old woman. There is evidence of opinion

and explanation in the written responses.  

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Daily routine of a character
· TIR
· Spontaneous improvisation
Why use drama?

Active drama brings history to life. Students stepped into the skin and shoes of

17th century peasants and had clearer experiences via physicality and activity.

Drama engages a wide variety of learners. For a low ability history group drama can be 

a dynamic motivator.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


