 
NC Year 8  

Lesson title/theme

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Flegg High School School   

Number on roll 820

The school’s approach to drama

Positive and encouraging

The school’s reasons for seeking involvement in D4LC

To extend skills and techniques and to develop more cross-curricular strategies

To                                                                                                                                                   

Age Group Year 8 (Set 2a / Top Band)

Size of class 30

Length of lesson 50 minutes

Subject links English 

Resources Play text

The aims of the lesson 

To understand and appreciate Shakespeare’s use of language

To create the physicality and bearing of three characters

To develop and perform a short extract from the play to classmates

To 

e.g. 

· To understand …….

· To use a range of….

· To discriminate between…..

· To create …..

Lesson exemplar
The teacher wanted to 

enable the pupils to access and understand the status of the characters and have the

physical and vocal confidence to deliver the lines in role.

Before the lesson

the pupils had read ….. seen Animated Shakespeare? Tracey?

The teacher began the lesson by

asking the class how they felt about perfoming a section of AMND to the rest of the class by the end of the lesson. Most thought it would be too difficult. The teacher reassured them that they didn’t need to speak for a while. All were prepard to have a go, anyway. The teacher asked the students to walk around the room as though they were very nervous and shy. She asked students to add confidence in stages until they became proud and regal characters. She touched students on the shoulder asking “What are you doing with your shoulder, eyes etc”. Students guessed they were playing Theseus. The teacher asked two students to create a freeze frame of Theseus, the powerful judge and ruler and Hermia the pleading maiden.

The teacher touched Theseus on the shoulder as she delivered his lines. She touched Hermia on the shoulder as she delivered Hermia’s reply.

The teacher then

asked the students to walk around the room on tip toe and add little dance movements.

She asked students to develop lightness in every movement. Students guessed they were

playing Titania.

She then asked students to pad out their uniforms and create tums and bums and invited the students to use school uniform to create donkey ears. She asked the students to walk around

in a heavy, clumsy manner and to explore donkey vocals. 

The teacher demonstrated a physical / vocal rendition of “Macdonalds / Pizza Hut” song 

in role as Bottom singing to give himself courage.

The pupils

Explored a court character, a fairy and a mechanical physically and vocally. They saw and heard the lines delivered whilst focus was on physicality. All pupils worked actively on all

three characters.

The teacher 

asked the class to work in pairs and chose an extract which would stretch them.

Students prepared a short performance of their chosen text. The teacher demonstrated how to surf a text and deliver to an audience.

Students performed their extract to class. 

At the end of the lesson

the students were pleased with their achievements. All pupils had worked actively and physically on the text..  All had developed a

sustained physicality and instant costume for their character. All had delivered

an extract to the class. All had used some original Shakespearian lines. Most had

risen to the challenge of using the text and surfing / delivering.

After the lesson the teacher

praised the class for their energy and enthusiasm and for their creative use of uniform to make token costumes. She set targets e.g. to surf and not read in both preparation and performace and to surf and dispense with text  4/5 lines at a time. One student agreed to have a go. Hev was  pleasantly surprised about how much he had already mastered.

After the lesson the students

evaluated their experience (thumbs evaluation) very positively. Some had new ideas for the wedding of Hippolyta and Theseus which would be performed as a class after half-term.

Students seemed very excited about the wedding roles.Some students went out with their donkey ears in place.

What the teacher said

“The students were really prepared to have a go and get stuck in. They developed from shy to proud very quickly and were then able to access the more demanding comic tasks as

Titanias and Bottoms.  It is easier for many students to create the character’s voice and body before they add the words. This lesson gave them the stepping stones they needed.” 

What the children said

Can’t remember much – I do know two wanted to keep their ears on Tracey?

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when

the pupils developed their individual characters and made decisions about body language and posture. Creativity was also evidenced  when they transformed uniform into magical costumes. Students prepared scenes and made theatrical decisions with little prompting / input from teachers. 

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when

students adopted and sustained approprite physicality and voice.  Three very different extracts were performed in a variety of ways, revealing understanding of text and characters. 

Drama strategies and conventions used
· Getting into role using pysical guidance
· Freeze frame and evaluation
· Surfing text for delivery
Why use drama?

AMND is a physical play. Students need to explore the serious bearing of the court characters and be able to see the wild and tumbling fairy world / lovers’ world as a contrast.

The mechanicals add comedy and clowning. Students can begin to see and appreciate these physical contrasts in the language, too. This enhances their literature skills.

Importantly, a play can only live when it lifts from page to stage.

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk

D4LC – lesson exemplars 


