Lesson title/theme

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______Chapel Road Special__School   

Number on roll____62____

Name of teacher  (optional)   _Anthea Blake_______________________

The school’s approach to/provision for drama

Multi- sensory learning is very important to our pupils and drama is part of that. Teachers incorporate some aspects of drama into many lessons within the classroom, some also have separate drama time.

What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 

A greater involvement in drama for all staff, a greater understanding of techniques that can be used and the confidence that goes with that. Better outcomes for pupils

Age Group 11-13 (SLD/ complex needs)

Size of class 9

Length of lesson 45 minutes

Subject links: History

Resources: Chairs and bench ( to represent a roof, furniture, boat etc), music and sound effects CD, rope and blankets, black fabric, shoe box ‘wireless’, water spray, wind maker.

The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 

· Learn about the impact that the East Coast floods of 1953 would have had on a family caught up in it.

· Experience aspects of family life in 1953

· Empathise with the feelings of those in the flood

· Engage in all aspects of the story

· Communicate by the most appropriate means for the individual

Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

The story was developed over 5 weeks with the same basic format. The involvement and contribution of the pupils developed as they became more familiar with the routine.

Lesson narrative

The teacher wanted to…

Take the pupils through the story of the east coast floods of 1953 as experienced by one imaginary family based on real stories of the event. This was in order to make the history work of the half term more meaningful.

Before the lesson … 

Pupils and staff carried the props to the school hall and arrange some chairs for furniture and roof of the house.

The teacher began the lesson by …

Using a familiar, short warm up routine to cue the pupils into the lesson. 

The teacher then…

Invited the pupils to ‘step back in time’ (standing side by side on a line across the floor) to reach 1953. They then went into their house ( 3 were at work) and began preparing a meal- stew, mashed potato etc (one boy suggested kebabs but was advised these were not available then!). Workers return home ( by bike). Tea is eaten and the family settle down to listen to the wireless (Doris Day). Concern is expressed about the weather outside and the family decide to listen to the weather forecast n the radio.  All pupils who wished to were able to put their head into the radio and say what they thought the weather was going to be (2 non-verbal pupils gave their forecast using a ‘Big Mac’ switch). As the forecast was bad it was decided that it would be best to go to bed. Moved from chairs to floor near ‘roof’ set up. One pupil was chosen to be the one to discover water in the house and wake the others. Once awake the family they leave their possessions and climb onto the roof.

Black fabric was drawn over pupils to emphasise dark and teacher lead brief discussion about their situation. What are they worried about? (WWS symbols shown to give cues such as pets, mother, money, dark etc). Pupils all responded with their worries. Water spray, wind maker and sound effects to add to atmosphere on the ‘roof’’ . The drama was then stopped so that half the pupils can go to the village hall to be ‘rescuers’, the rest remaining on the roof.

In the village hall the rescuers are greeted by teacher in role as rescue organiser. Blankets and rope issued and advise sought from rescuers as to how to help a trapped family out in the flood. Boat is rowed out into the flood and trapped family call (loudly!) to attract rescue. The family are brought off the roof one at a time using the rope, helped into the boat, wrapped in a blanket and rowed back to the village hall for a cup of tea. They are then interviewed by a reporter from the local paper about their ordeal.

Time to leave the drama and ‘ step forward in time’ across the hall back to 2008.

The pupils…

Took part in all aspects of the drama as described above. As the basic routine was repeated the less able begin to anticipate what will happen next and join in fully. The more able give themselves roles within the drama, make suggestions and verbal contributions

At the end of the lesson…

The pupils lay in a space and relax quietly for a few moments with some quiet music ( a familiar routine at the end of all our drama sessions),then brief discussion about the session, what went well etc and prepare to back to the classroom.

After the lesson the teacher…

Felt it had gone quite well 

After the lesson the children…

Were calm and ready for the next activity

The teacher said…

“ It seemed like half the class were being really challenging for the first half of the morning but they began to cooperate once we got in the hall for drama   “ 

The children said…

“ I’m an old man now! “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when…

They pretended to cook, sleep, and call for help. They imagined pining for a missing cat.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

“Two pupils spontaneously re-enacted the rescue in the school swimming pool, and when they gave ‘facts’ from the drama lesson to the history lesson 2 days later.    “ 

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?

Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 

We found much higher levels of engagement for those who are easily distracted: A 15 minute observation by a TA of our 2 most distractable pupils compared their engagement in the history lesson on the same topic with that during the drama- the pupils concerned were engaged(ie looking, listening, participating) about twice as much in the drama.
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in role

· Talking object (radio)

· Ritual (step back in time

· Thought tracking (what were they worried about)

Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were…

The multi-sensory nature of this kind of lesson means it has a high impact. Impact = learning!

My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be …

Do it more than once- it will get better

Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
