“The Story of Minik”
A lesson plan for Y7 based on the Inuit People

Objectives:

1) To explore the Story of Minik Peary Wallace.

2) To develop an understanding of the ways in which other cultures can be stereotyped.

3) To encourage students to be culturally sensitive by empathising with Minik’s plight.
Tasks:

1) Discussion with group on what they know about Eskimos.

2) In pairs, numbered one and two, Person One creates a still image of their understanding of an Eskimo as if an illustration in a book, while Person Two has a good look at the image and walks round taking in the detail. Swap over and repeat.

3) In the same pairs choose which still image they like the best and turn it into a short movement piece, with one person providing the movement and the other narrating the action. Share these with the group.

4) Teacher to explain the meanings of the words Eskimo and Inuit

ESKIMO: An Indian word meaning “eaters of raw flesh”

INUIT: A word meaning “the people”

Discuss the implications of these names and those of other cultures e.g. Romanies/travelling people/gypsies

People of dual cultural heritage/mixed race/half-caste.

5) A gravestone in Pittsburgh, New Hampshire, America reads

“Minik Peary Wallace b. 1889  d. 1918.

At peace in his final resting place as he was not at peace in his life”.

6) Teacher In Role task introduced.

“I’d like you to meet a friend of Minik’s called Tom Price. He was working with Minik in a lumber camp when he died and you’ll be able to find out about Minik from him.”

Use information from The Story of Minik (attached).

Plenary:

1) Discuss what students have learnt to do with stereotyping other cultures.

2) Agree with students the starting point for next lesson exploring the Story of Minik through drama e.g. Peary persuading Minik to travel to New York with him, in pairs.
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