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NC Year/s  _ 

Missing Person (lesson 3 of 5)

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Attleborough High School   

Number on roll 731

Name of teacher  (optional)   R Goodwin

The school’s approach to/provision for drama

Year 7 & 8 = 1 hour a fortnight

Year 9 = 1 hour a week

Year 10 & 11 = GCSE Drama

Year 12 & 13 = A Level Drama

What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 

Increased emphasis on the importance of Drama as a learning medium across the curriculum.

Age Group
Year 9

Size of class
27


Length of lesson
1 hour

Subject links
PSHE/Citizenship

Resources  Blank missing posters, glue, scissors, photos of the missing student, police reports

The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 

· Discuss the implications of drugs, alcohol and sex within the context of a police investigation.

· Create the story of the missing student using the clues provided and re-enact the moments before she went missing.

Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

It is lesson three of a five lesson scheme of work based on a fictional Attleborough High School student. The student has gone missing and the students have to examine clues and create a believable story which shows why the student went missing.  

Lesson narrative

Before the lesson the teacher explained that once the students enter the room they are to remain in role for the rest of the lesson.

The teacher began the lesson by holding a police briefing in role with the students. This briefing set up the context of the lesson and established that the students had more evidence to look at.

The teacher then allowed the groups to discuss their findings from the interviews that took place during the previous lesson.

The students created a ‘Missing’ poster using the information they have about the missing student.

The teacher gave the students fragments from the missing student’s diary to examine.  

The teacher informed the students that an officer had been in touch with the bank and the missing student had withdrawn a substantial amount of money out of her account over the three days before she went missing.

The students created a Crimestoppers advert using all of the information they had gathered so far.
At the end of the lesson the students watched each of the Crimestoppers adverts and discussed what they thought was effective about each one.

After the lesson the teacher gave the students Police Reports to fill in for homework, recapping what had happened during the lesson.

The children said… 

“ That was the best Drama lesson ever.“ 

“I really like this. Are doing it next week as well.”

In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when they were coming up with different theories as to why the student had gone missing.

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when the students performed and evaluated the Crimestoppers adverts. The students discussed how and why they created them and what was effective about each one and also how they could be improved.

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

The students (particularly the boys) improved dramatically during this scheme of work. Some students raised their National Curriculum levels from a level 3 to a level 6. All of the students were working comfortably at a level 6 by the end of the lesson.

Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language? 

The main improvement was within the disruptive boys of the class. They found the tasks engaging and stimulating so their behaviour improved dramatically.

Evidence gathered could include pupil voice, comparative examples of children’s work, improved attitudes to learning, improved teamwork, improved behaviour, better attendance on days when drama is timetabled, comments from other teachers and parents, etc. 

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Teacher in Role

· Mantle of the Expert

· Reconstructions

· Role playing

Why use drama? The advantage of using drama was that it enabled the students to discuss drug, alcohol and sexual health issues in a safe environment without feeling judged.

My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be to make sure they establish that the students will be working in role continuously throughout the lesson before they enter the Drama space.

Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).








D4LC – lesson exemplars 


