Lesson title/theme Missing Person Forum Theatre
Lesson 5 of 5 in small scheme of work which I am happy to share with whomever. Warning this lesson is aimed at higher end of KS3 it can be adapted to suit younger students just need to change subject matter.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______Attleborough High__School   

Number on roll__965__

Name of teacher  (optional)   ___Hayley Goddard____

The school’s approach to/provision for drama

Drama is taught to yr 7&8 once a fortnight for an hour and in yr 9 for an hour a week, based on many different drama strategies and we cover lots of social aspects. It is a strong option choice at GCSE having 5 hours a fortnight with approx 45 students taking the subject every year. As we have a sixth form the subject is taught with theatre studies and students have 9 hours a fortnight.
What the school hopes will be the outcome/s of involvement in D4LC? 
As a lead representative at our school for D4LC we have run a twilight session for all staff to raise awareness of different drama strategies and how these can be implemented into cross curricular subjects. We gave evidence that drama is at the forefront for student learning and motivation and hope that Drama can run with clear expectations in every lesson around the school.
Age Group Yr 9 (13/14yrs old)
Size of class 28 mixed
Length of lesson one hour
Subject links Citizenship, learning skills
Resources previous lesson taking place as small scheme of work lesson 5of 5
The aims of the lesson

e.g.  For pupils to : 

· Learn that there can be choices made and different outcomes reached
· Get better at using a range of vocal skills and communication
· Understand the concept of Forum theatre and be able to improve their listening skills.
Where does this lesson fit into your plans? 

This is the fifth lesson in a short scheme of work based on detectives searching for a missing person. Over the weeks the students have built up a case file from evidence and the outcomes of previous lessons. This lesson creates a forum that students can discuss how they would overcome this situation in different circumstances.
Lesson narrative

The teacher wanted to… allow the students to realise that they always have a choice and there is always a solution no matter how difficult the problem is.
Before the lesson … order all the case files making sure all information has been retrieved. Set up a safe empty environment where students can firstly create a discussion and then perform frozen images. A object of choice maybe necessary to prevent students talking over each other.
The teacher began the lesson by … setting up the same situation as previous, chairs in a block facing the board and a register taken by surname with the response yes ma’am or sarg
The teacher then… explains the structure of todays lesson. Taking into account all the information received in the last four weeks students came up with different endings for the missing person ‘today we will discuss these endings and how the outcome could be changed/resolved’ this is known as forum theatre.
The pupils… then sit round in a circle and present their endings with different outcomes by creating a discussion. Students can only talk when given the ‘object’ of choice so not to cause disruption or confrontation. Remind then it is within character and the information discussed will not go any further than the drama environment.
At the end of the lesson… students will have created freeze frames to show the different outcomes that they think has been/would be the most realistic/effective dependant on group ability. If the students seem to be distracted then instead of a forum discussion students can write in role as agony aunts etc.
After the lesson the teacher… congratulated the group on a good scheme of work and reminds students that these situations are real life although we created a reinactment of it. Collect and analyse writings too as there will be some very strong working examples.
After the lesson the children… need to be de briefed and explain that this has been an exercise and to allow them to realise they are not on their own and they do not have to suffer in silence.
In this lesson there was evidence of pupil creativity when… students come up with possible outcomes that may not be obvious in the first instance. The frozen images of facial expression and body language to help diminish possible mishaps were very strong and co ordinated well.
In this lesson there was evidence of learning when… students create a very strong and mature discussion of choice and personal behaviour as they felt in a safe enough environment to discuss this subject area, pregnancy, drugs, alcohol, bullying etc.
WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THIS LESSON ON CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND CREATIVITY?

Can you offer evidence of a rise in standards (for any/most/all) of the pupils (please be specific and where possible mention National Curriculum levels and sub-levels? 

This is difficult to pass comment on as students have access to drama lessons however there were some very strong analytical writings within role and this has been recorded in the D4LC action research journal.
Can you identify specific improvement/s for particular groups of pupils? e.g. boys, girls, higher, middle, lower achievers, looked after children, ethnic minorities, children for whom English is not their first language?

One student who has a known history of being bullied, really shone through with some very strong ideas on body language and how to cope with the stresses of the situation. Another student who is stamented really went to work with role play, watching episodes of the bill and other documentaries to get into character. Meeting his parents at options evening suggested that his confidence has really grown since doing this project sos much so that he has taken Drama as a GCSE option.
Drama strategies and conventions used

· Forum theatre
· Freeze frames
· Performance carousel
Why use drama? The advantages of using drama were… to enable the students a safe working environment whilst coping with very sensitive issues aimed at that particular age range.
My advice to someone else doing this lesson would be … be prepared for some very strong and mature answers during discussion and be ready to change/adapt the lesson throughout as they can come up with some unobvious answers.
Please return this lesson proforma when completed to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   Your lesson will be shared  (unedited)  online at the D4LC website www.d4lc.org and may be selected and edited for a D4LC folder Phase 2 supplement. 

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to   danielle.youngs@norfolk.gov.uk   
Please ensure that any images of children sent have parental permission for publication (including internet).

