
NC Year/s  _ 

Lesson title/theme

Context

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Methwold High School   

Number on roll__780______

The school’s approach to drama

Drama is a core subject for all students in years 7 to 9. It can be taken as a G.C.S.E subject at Key stage 3 and as drama and Theatre Studies at Key Stage 5. 

Drama is seen as  an important subject for creative learning

Age Group  Year Eight

Size of class   26

Length of lesson   50mins.

Subject links         Geography

Resources            Some information on the floods in Holland and the Fens. Television coverage of the floods in New Orleans

The aims of the lesson

of….. All Year eight students had a series of sessions designed to raise awareness in a variety of global issues and how they impacted on both us as individuals and the world as a whole.

These sessions were included as part of the drama curriculum. In Year eight students have two sessions of 50minutes each fortnight.

Lesson exemplar

The teacher wanted to…

Before the lesson …

… The aims of the lesson.

To use a range of drama techniques and discussion to gain a better understanding of  some of the issues of global warming and its possible effects on their immediate environment and the world at large.

The session started with all students and the teacher sitting in a circle while a fact sheet on the floods in Holland where read and discussed.

Going around the circle students were then asked what would be the one thing that they would try to take with them if they had to leave their homes suddenly. They were also asked to give their reasons.

The second phase of the session was to ask if they had any knowledge of other floods and as the session took place shortly after the floods in New Orleans this question generated plenty of discussion which led to the thinking of inhabited land below sea level.

The third phase brought us directly to the Fens. Methwold is a fen edge school and the students quickly worked out that if the sea level continued to rise we would be a sea side resort!

In groups of four or five the students were asked to consider what would happen if the sluice at Denver failed and the Fens flooded as they have in the past.

From this discussion the groups were asked to think about how to use levels space and proxemics to create three still images which would mark important moments during the fen floods. Students were told that some of the characters in the still images would be thought tracked.

These groups worked very creatively to produce powerful still images which were shared with the group.

One example used levels, space and thought-tracking very creatively to show a group of people who had taken refuge on the roof of a house and were pulling another person from the water. Thought-tracking revealed that the people on the roof were a husband, wife and neighbour and that the person being pulled out of the water was the couple’s son.

The real horror of the flood was made clear when the son was thought-tracked, we heard silence and realised that the son was dead.

We all realised with that silent moment not only how vulnerable we all were, but also how terrible in terms of human tragedy the New Orleans flood had been.

The objective of raising awareness had been achieved. The students where not only able to identify with the people of New Orleans, but also recognised how geographically similar New Orleans, the fens and Holland are.

The teacher then…

The pupils…

At the end of the lesson…

After the lesson the teacher…

After the lesson the children…

What the teacher said…

“   “ 

What the children said…

“    “ 

In this lesson there was evidence of creativity when…

In this lesson there was evidence of learning when…

Drama strategies and conventions used

· Discussion and evaluation

Still images

Though ttracking

                                              Role Play

Why use drama?

The advantages of using drama were Students were able to get in to role and experience first hand the issue of flooding

They were able to relate this to the area that they live in, but also gained an awareness of similar situations in other parts of the world

Please send any digital photographs, scanned children’s work and any film clips to:

sevil.kanal@norfolk.gov.uk
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